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Intro
Montgomery County Community College West 
Campus (West Campus), located in Pottstown, PA, is 
well situated for students and faculty/staff to commute 
by bicycle. Access to the Schuylkill River Trail and bike 
lanes on High Street make this campus more accessible 
than most other college campuses throughout the 
greater Philadelphia area.  West Campus has taken 
some initial steps towards being more bicycle friendly.  
The intent of this evaluation is to identify the resources 
available to bicyclists, and determine where there are 
areas for improvement.  

The results of this evaluation can be used by West 
Campus to complete an application for the League 
of American Bicyclists “Bicycle Friendly Campus” 
designation.  The League of American Bicyclists, a 
nationally recognized bicycle advocacy organization 
awards towns, cities, businesses, and college campuses 
with their “Bicycle Friendly” designation.  The 
designation is divided into four categories: Platinum, 
Gold, Silver, and Bronze.

Evaluation
GVF used the application for Bicycle Friendly Campus, 
available from the League of American Bicyclists 
through their website (www.bikeleague.org), as a 
base for evaluating the campus.  The focus of this 
evaluation was on policies regarding bicycles and the 
available infrastructure; what is available and where 
it is available.  The evaluation is only meant to be a 
starting point for pursuing “Bicycle Friendly Campus”; 
there are more detailed questions as part of the 
application process that GVF was unable to address in 
this evaluation.

On Thursday, October 20, 2011, GVF met with Mike 
Billetta, Director of Operations and Capital Projects.  
Prior to touring the campus, a few background 
questions were asked to learn more about the campus 
and campus policy towards bikes.  Mike provided GVF 
with a campus map, which we used to locate bicycle 
facilities.  The evaluation and recommendations 
are based on the elements of the “Bicycle Friendly 
Campus” application sections. 

Administration
Bicycle Coordinator: Currently, West Campus does 
not employ a bicycle coordinator in either full-time or 
part-time capacity.  The role of a bicycle coordinator 
is to be the point person for any and all issues related 
to bicycling.  The position would be responsible for 
planning all bicycle facilities, ensuring that the facilities 
are included in capital improvement plans, ensuring 
proper signage to direct campus visitors to the facilities, 
and also conducting an information campaign to make 
students, faculty, and staff aware of facilities and safe 
bicycling practices.

Given the size of the West Campus, it may not warrant 
a full-time bicycle coordinator, a likely solution would 
be to include the responsibilities within an existing 
department or staff position.  

Bicycle Advisory Committee: The West Campus does 
not have a bicycle advisory committee (BAC).  The BAC 
serves the function of providing guidance and oversight 
for the bicycle coordinator.  The BAC will identify 
priorities for the school, and develop a methodology 
for implementing the policies.  The BAC should lead 
the process for achieving “Bicycle Friendly Campus” 
and could be formed as a subset of the Climate Change 
Committee.  

Engineering
The Engineering category includes both infrastructure, 
and infrastructure planning policies.  The campus 
does not have a stated bicycle policy or an adopted 
bicycle master plan, however Mr. Billetta indicated 
that when capital improvements are being considered, 
bicycle facilities are included as part of the Furnishings, 
Finishes, and Equipment plan.  The West Campus does 
have bicycle facilities at each of their buildings, and the 
underpass tunnel connecting North Hall to South Hall 
is bicycle accessible, however cyclists must dismount 
to traverse the tunnel.

Bicycle Racks: The campus employs two separate styles 
of bicycle racks, the “comb” and the “wave”.  These 
styles are defined by the Association of Pedestrian 
and Bicycle Professional’s publication Bicycle Parking 
Guidelines.  At North Hall an eight bike “comb” is 
adjacent to the handicap ramp for the tunnel.  South 
Hall has three separate racks.  A four bike “wave” is 
adjacent to the tunnel, a four bike “comb” is located in 
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Source: Bicycle Parking Guidelines, 2002 Source: Bicycle Parking Guidelines, 2002

“Wave” Rack at the tunnel entrance near South Hall.  Souce: GVF“Comb” Rack at North Hall.  Source: GVF

“Comb” Rack in the garage at South Hall.  Source: GVF “Wave” Rack at the main entrance to South Hall.  Source: GVF



3

November 28, 2011Bicycle Friendly Montgomery County Community College



4

Bicycle Friendly Montgomery County Community College November 28, 2011

the parking garage, and a four bike “wave” is at street 
level near the main entrance.  The Schuylkill River 
Academic and Heritage Center also has a single four 
bike “wave,” however,  it was not in place on the day of 
the campus visit due to construction activity.  The rack 
will be reinstalled upon completion of construction 
activity.

The “comb” style racks are less desirable than the 
“wave” style since they offer little support for the 
bicycle.  “Wave” style racks are more desirable because 
they support the frame of the bicycle, rather than 
the wheel.  They are also more secure when locking 
a bicycle because the frame can be used as a locking 
point, and not just a wheel.  It is recommended that as 
the equipment needs to be replaced, that the “wave” 
style rack is used instead of the “comb”.  A complete 
list of recommendations for rack style and design is 
included in Appendix B.

Wayfinding Signage: One area where the West Campus 
could see improvement is in signage.  There are no 
signs on campus directing students to the bicycle 
racks.  There is ample signage directing motorists to 
the correct locations for parking, however, if a cyclist is 
entering the campus for the first time, there is no way 
to indicate where it is appropriate to secure a bicycle.  
When signage needs to be replaced or updated, 
consider including directions to the bicycle racks.

Access: The West Campus enjoys excellent connectivity 
for bicyclists to the surrounding region.  The western 
trailhead for the Schuylkill River Trail is located adjacent 
to the Schuylkill River Academic and Heritage Center 

at Pottstown’s Riverfront Park.  The Schuylkill River 
Trail currently begins in Birdsboro, Berks County and 
terminates in Pottstown.  Plans show the trail continuing 
to Philadelphia along the banks of the Schuylkill River.  
There is a gap between Pottstown and Spring City, 
Chester County, which is planned to be completed in 
the coming years.  The West Campus is also accessible 
via bike lanes on High Street.  High Street is the main 
thoroughfare through Pottstown’s Central Business 
District.

Bike Sharing: The West Campus offers bicycles for 
students, faculty, and staff to use at no cost through the 
Bike Pottstown Free Bike Share.  The bikes are kept at the 
Schuylkill River Academic Heritage and will be available 
upon completion of the construction activities.  There 
are twelve bikes available; each is a “cruise” style single 
speed bicycle.

Education and Encouragement
A crucial element to being a bicycle friendly campus is 
letting making visitors aware of the efforts to include 
bicycles, and encouraging future visits to be made by 
bicycle.  West Campus does not have a location where 
students, faculty, and staff can access information 
about the bicycle facilities, safe bicycling practices, or 
bicycle theft prevention.  West Campus should consider 
including bicycle rack locations on their campus map.  
Information about the campus bicycle rack locations, 
safe bicycling practices and theft prevention could 
be included with orientation packets, and also made 
available through the college website.  Schuylkill River Trailhead at Riverfront Park.  Source: GVF

High Street Bike Lanes near North Hall.  Source: GVF
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Encouraging bicycling on campus can extend beyond 
offering bicycle racks and providing literature to 
incoming students and staff.  To truly be a bicycle 
friendly campus, there has to be a culture of cycling.  
Events that inspire a mode shift can be the catalyst 
to grow the cycling culture.  Things like a student 
cycling club event or sponsored rides, participating in 
International Car-Free Day, and the GVF Bike to Work 
Challenge will increase the number of people riding.

Assessment
West Campus is well suited to obtain the “Bicycle 
Friendly Campus” designation.  Its location in a 
downtown business district; with access to a significant 
regional trail resource are two elements from which 
many campuses do not benefit. Providing free bikes 
for students and campus visitors to use creates an 
opportunity to inspire an individual to begin biking 
more.  The ample bicycle parking facilities make it 
easy and safe for bicyclists to leave their bicycles 
unattended.  

Should the West Campus be interested in pursuing 
“Bicycle Friendly Campus” designation, it is 
recommended that the school form a Bicycle Advisory 
Committee to develop and adopt official policies for 
bicycles.  The BAC can also develop materials to be 
made available to faculty, staff, and students that 
educate and inform about the campus’ bicycle policies.  
The BAC can also coordinate participation in bicycle 
promotional events that raise awareness on this issue.

The West Campus has made accommodations for 
bicycles.  By taking action on the areas of deficiency, 
the college could position itself to receive “Bicycle 
Friendly Campus” designation from the League of 
American Bicyclists.
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Sources:

Association of Pedestian and Bicycle Professionals. Bicycle Parking Guidelines: A Set of Recommendations for 
the Association of Pedestrian and Bicycle Professionals. 2002.

Interview with Michael Billetta, Director of Operations and Capital Projects.  October 20, 2011.

League of American Bicyclists.  Bicycle Friendly University Application.  2011
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