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32% improved energy efficiency over International 

Energy Conservation Code

54  LEED  certified  homes with more expected

7  units/acre = high-density development  

320 DICKINSON 
GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN

LEED ® Facts
320 Dickinson 
Grand Rapids, Michigan

LEED for Homes
Certification awarded November 12, 2008

Silver           59*

Sustainable Sites 8/21

Water Efficiency   4/15

Energy & Atmosphere               19/38

Materials & Resources             6/14

Indoor Environmental 
Quality                                           7/20

Locations & Linkages               10/10

Awareness & Education  1/3

Innovation & Design               4/9

*Out of a possible 130 points. 

The information provided is based on that stated in the LEED® project certification submittals. USGBC does 
not warrant or represent the accuracy of this information.  Each building’s actual performance is based on its 
unique design, construction, operation, and maintenance. Energy efficiency and sustainable results will vary.
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ABOUT LEED
The LEED®  green building certification system is the 
national benchmark for the design, construction, 
and operations of high-performance green 
buildings.  Visit the U.S. Green Building Council’s 
Web site at www.usgbc.org to learn more about 
LEED and green building.

www.usgbc.org
1-800-795-1747

© 2010 U.S. Green Building Council. Printed on 100% post consumer recycled, process chlorine-free paper with non-toxic soy inks.  

KENT COUNTY 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY OF KENT COUNTY: 
Greening the rust belt

“Habitat Kent County is 
committed to having 100% 
of our homes LEED Certified. 
LEED helps us achieve our 
core mission of providing high 
quality, sustainable, affordable 
housing. It’s a blast!
Chris Hall,  

Director of Construction Operations, 

Habitat for Humanity of Kent County

Developer: Habitat for HUmanity
Green Rater: Mike Holcomb, Alliance for Environmental 
Sustainability

Photography Courtesy of: Sandy Weir

PROJECT BACKGROUND
In 2007, Habitat for Humanity of Kent County, in Grand Rapids, MI, made a commitment to 
certify 100% of its projects through the LEED for Homes rating system.  Since then, the 
organization has built more single-family, LEED-certified homes than any other builder in the 
Midwest. Most of the homes were affordable housing.  

According to Sandy Weir, Habitat’s Director of Development, “Generous support from the Wege 
Foundation allowed us to view home building from an environmental perspective.” Armed with 
an understanding of LEED for Homes – which recognizes performance in sustainable sites, water 
efficiency, energy & atmosphere, materials & resources, the indoor environment, and 
locations – the organization adopted an approach of environmental preservation through the 
rehabilitation of older homes.

That strategy was fueled by several years of unprecedented foreclosures. In 2008 alone, nearly 
4,000 Kent County homes fell into foreclosure.  The trend contributed to a rise in abandoned 
housing stock and set off a cycle of neighborhood disinvestment, something Habitat sought to 
counteract.

The organization used a “gut rehab” approach, essentially maintaining the structural components 
of homes undergoing a green renovation, helping to avoid the waste associated with tearing 
down and disposing of an existing home.  Further, Habitat countered sprawling development 
patterns caused by overbuilding on cheap land at the edge of the urbanized core.  Instead, homes 
were rebuilt in existing inner suburban and urban neighborhoods where the new owners were 
closer to jobs, educational opportunities and amenities.

CREATING GREEN JOBS 
Habitat for Humanity of Kent County partnered with a Grand Rapids Community College green 
building class to turn project building into living laboratories where local students acquired 
important workforce skills.  Given that Grand Rapids had lost thousands of furniture and auto 
manufacturing jobs during the past decade, the student involvement became a critical link in 
the process of preparing young workers for a new economy.

Training included learning about LEED for Homes and sustainable building and renovation 
practices.  While learning about LEED, students gained exposure to a range of green building 
and design strategies.   

By integrating social, environmental and economic factors into the building process, the 
partnership between Habitat Kent County and Grand Rapids Community College reflects the 
concept of the triple bottom line. Building green homes furthers economic development goals 
for the community, by providing residents the opportunity to gain marketable skills, while 
simultaneously expanding their access to affordable, durable and high performance homes.


