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Survey Methodology 

�  Sent to 740 faculty via their mc3 email address  

�  1st wave: Monday, February 27, 2012  

�  2nd wave: Monday, March 5th 

�   3rd wave: Tuesday, March 13th 

�   Survey Closed: Friday, March 23rd  

�  160 responses (21.6%)  



Divisions 

29.30% 

21.70% 
8.90% 

24.20% 

15.90% 

A & S 

SS 

HS 

M,S & AT 

B & CS 



Work Status 

50% 50% 
Full Time 

Part Time 



Currently feature a 
sustainability project? 

13.90% 

86.10% 

Yes 

No 



18 courses with a 
sustainability project 

�  ART 140 

�  AUT 210 

�  BIO 115, 121, 152 

�  COM 103/163 

�  ECO 117, 122 

�  EGR 204 

�  ESL 006 

 

 

�  ESW 206, 208 

�  GEO 235 

�  GLG 115 

�  HSW 205 

�  NUR/ESW 212 

�  SPC 120, 125 



Consider featuring 
sustainability project? 

42.30% 

18.60% 

39.10% 

Yes 

No 

NotSure 



Discipline/Department 
 

�  16  English  

�  15  Math  

�  12  Biology  

�  10  History  

�  6  ESW  

�  5  Business, Nursing 
Reading,   

�  4  Speech Communication, 
Psychology, Sociology  

�  3  Computer Science, 
Criminal Justice, ESL, Art  

�  2  Anthropology,  
Communication, World 
Languages, Geography, 
Medical Assisting  

�  1  Accounting,  Astronomy, 
Automotive Tech, Chemistry,  
Education, ETP, Geography, 
Human Services, Music, 
Physical Science, Political 
Science, SCS  



Courses with possibility of 
sustainability project 

MORE THAN 50 COURSES! 

ACC 150, ANT 104, ART101, 102, 103, 232, AUT 100  

BIO 115, 120*,121*, 122, CHE 121, CIS 110, CJS 205,  

240, COM 160, ECO 122, EGR 204, 211, ENG 101*,  

102*, 115*, ESL 006, ESW 123, 128, 206*, 235, GEO  

110, 130, 135, 230, GLG 115, 120, HIS 102*, 122  235, 

 MAT 010*, POL 124, PSY 214, REA 011*, SOC 101, 103, 

SPC 110, 225,  

NUR courses, HOS courses,   010,/011/ 014/017 

*Mentioned more than once 



Interest in sustainability 
project  

�  Although I am employed by the college to facilitate courses in 
computer networking as an adjunct, it should be noted that I 
work full-time as a public school Earth/Space Science teacher.  
I am Pennsylvania certified in this area, as well as 
Environmental Science.  I facilitate trips with the district each 
year for the Oceanography Club I sponsor, in which we 
partake in environmental (physical and biological) studies of 
the Chesapeake Bay region.  I have also started a private 
company for student travel to conduct interdisciplinary 
studies of the west and southeast coasts of Florida, similar to 
my trips to the Chesapeake.  Additionally, I am a governing 
board member with the Upper Merion Parks & Historic 
Foundation which manages the McKaig Nature Center in our 
township (umphf.org).    To answer your question, yes, I 
would be very curious to see how my background, education, 
interests, and love of the environment might be beneficial to 
the college regarding sustainability issues. At this point, I am 
unsure. Certainly,  I would like to be able to integrate my 
project with another course.  



Interest in sustainability 
project 

�  I offer students the option of service learning with a 
paper to earn extra credit instead of the semester 
paper.  I would be willing to have students do a 
project on sustainability to earn extra credit in place 
of the semester paper. In the course we have a 
chapter on environmental social problems 

�   I suggest talking with Barbara Lontz who is writing 
and revising our MAT 010 textbook to see how 
environmental themes could be incorporated into 
the text.  (applications problems, etc.)  

 



Interest in interdisciplinary 
course 

�  I have developed two holistic courses: NUR/EWS 210 
Holistic Health and NUR/ESW 214 Mind-Body 
Connection.  I have been thinking of developing a course 
in environmental health and would enjoy it being 
interdisciplinary venture.  

�  It seems far afield from English 102 or literature courses, 
but I'm open to explore the possibility.  

�  Many businesses are based on "Green" or 
environmentally themed initiatives. We could offer a 
course that allows someone to open a business that is 
environmentally friendly. Maybe  

�  Most certainly...I could offer the 'Environmental 
Sociology' perspective to an interdisciplinary course. 



Interest in interdisciplinary 
course 

�  Rob Kuhlman & I worked together to design our courses and 
I'm working with Jerry Coleman on an Honors Colloquium on 
the campus' trees.  

�  YES!  I have already proposed to my dean creating a new 
course (either an anthropology course or an interdisciplinary 
course) titled "Sustainable Development" with an international 
perspective.  Focusing on sustainable agriculture, sustainable 
forestry, sustainable fishing, etc. with case studies worldwide.  
My own dissertation was on sustainable agriculture in 
highland Bolivia.  The course would focus on the intersection 
of sustainable environment, sustainable economies, and 
sustainable communities often with a focus on indigenous 
communities and indigenous knowledge systems.   

�  Yes, I have a Master's Degree in Environmental Education and 
Conservation as well as several years as an instructor/director 
in informal/outdoor EE programs and would love to provide 
input on or teach a class at MCCC in the environmental field. 
Yes, I would try it.  



Conclusions 

�  Over 60 faculty expressed an interest in either an 
interdisciplinary course or course project with a 
sustainability or environmental theme 

�  Factors identified as obstacles were time, knowledge 
and understanding of process 

�  While only 22 faculty offer a sustainability themed 
course or project, more noted that they have a 
reading assignment or exercise that deals with 
sustainability 



Conclusions 

�  Interest is spread out across disciplines and 
divisions   

�  Sustainability is not just a topic for the sciences  

�  Subsequently, there should be opportunity for 
interdisciplinary work 



What next? 

�  Make the results of survey available to faculty on 
website 

�  Create a faculty directory with 75 faculty who gave 
permission to share name and contact information 

�  Create a section on the Think Green blog for this 
information 

�  Perhaps a meeting for 75 faculty? 

�  Other ideas? 

 



Contact Information 

For more information, please feel free to contact: 

Tom Donlan 

Assistant Professor of Speech Communication 

tdonlan@mc3.edu 

215-641-6332 


